Tuberculous pleurisy as a manifestation of primary and reactivation disease in a region with a high prevalence of tuberculosis.
A teaching hospital in Malaysia. To review the demographic and clinical features of patients with pleural tuberculosis (TB). Retrospective chart and chest radiograph review. The chest radiograph of 54 (61.4%) of a total of 88 patients with pleural TB did not show any lung infiltrate (considered a manifestation of primary TB), while that of 32 (36.3%) patients showed infiltrates in the upper lobes or superior segment of the lower lobes, or the presence of parenchymal scarring in the upper lobes (typical of reactivation TB). Additionally, the chest radiograph of two (2.3%) patients showed miliary mottling (also classified as having primary TB). The mean age of patients with primary versus reactivation tuberculous pleurisy was 36.3 (+/-14.8) years and 44.6 (+/-19.3) years, respectively (P = 0.041). The median duration of symptoms before presentation was 14 days and 60 days in patients with primary and reactivation disease, respectively (P = 0.001). In Malaysia, where the prevalence of TB is high, tuberculous pleurisy is more commonly a manifestation of primary rather than reactivation disease. Patients with primary TB pleurisy are younger and have a shorter duration of symptoms than those with reactivation TB pleurisy.